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Christmas Eve – 2019 
Christmas Presence 

If you sing or have sung in ensembles and choirs, 
you will recognize our Isaiah passage for tonight.  
It is part of the text of Handel’s Messiah. Handel’s 
text also includes words from the Book of 
Revelation 17:14: “These will wage war against 
the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, 
because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and 
those who are with Him are the called and 
chosen and faithful.”   
 
“King of kings and Lord of lords, and He shall 
reign…” (how long?) Yes, “forever and ever.” 
 
Sometimes in our day-to-day lives we feel 
overwhelmed or buried alive in the troubles of 
this world of ours.  There are major weather and 
seismic upheavals.  National economies are 
failing.  There are persistent authoritarian 
dictators on the international scene.  War and 
the threat of war loom on the borderlands.  Yet, 
the hope and inspiration of the promised 
Messiah can quiet our souls and our minds like 
nothing else.  The beauty of Christ’s Presence.   
 



2 
 

I think of looking through bifocal lenses.  After 
some practice, we learn to see both the view 
through one magnification – then to look through 
the other, corrected and clearer lenses.  Ah, 
that’s what I’m looking at – that’s what I’m 
seeing.  The presence of Jesus in our innermost 
being is that correction, the true guidance system 
– Christ’s presence is the steadying factor that 
determines our best response to the challenges 
of this world. 
 
On Christmas Eve, this holy night, let’s remember 
that Joseph and Mary were not cozy and safe in 
that stable – they were about to become political 
refugees, taking their newborn Son to the 
relative safe-haven of Egypt.  There, a carpenter 
and his little family could make it through the 
reign of Herod the Great. The madman Herod 
had to be gone before Joseph could return to 
Judea to make a life for his family. 
 
Please remember that there are many who bear 
grief and loss at Christmas time. That is Blue 
Christmas.  Old life experiences – wounds 
physical and spiritual – not yet healed.   
Persistent pain.  Regrets and pangs of loss still  
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trouble many of us. We may miss someone we 
love who has died.  Perhaps we are forced by 
memory and trauma to relive a dramatic life 
event over and over again. 
 
The troubles of life persist – but, we have this 
Savior of ours.  He promises He will never leave 
us, nor forsake us.  He walks with us through 
every trial and test of our faith.  God delights to 
bring the most glorious victory out of what looks 
like profound defeat.  God’s promise to you and 
me is that we will receive glory if we suffer with 
the Lord Jesus – in His presence – here and now 
and forever. (Ro 8:17) These are our Christmas 
Presence.  Jesus’ Presence. 
 
This Christmas Story is a solid reminder that what 
looks like the way down is really the way up.  
What looks like the way backward is truly the 
way forward.  As John Piper says, “The way to 
success is through setbacks” – in Jesus’ presence. 
“What looks and feels like failure” – with Christ 
so near – is indeed a victory.  Our true gift this 
Christmas is His presence with us always.  Amen. 
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Pastoral Prayer 
Holy and loving God – 
You created us to live in Your presence – now – 
and forever.  On this holy night we bow before 
Your great throne to worship You.  At the same 
time, we are touched by the humble scene: a 
newborn baby born to a young virgin girl.  We 
wonder always at Your power manifested in the 
utter weakness of human flesh. 
 
The scene is familiar to us from years of seeing 
pictures of the hills around Bethlehem – the cave 
in that landscape that was a shelter for Jesus and 
Mary and Joseph. The night sky dominated by the 
supernatural, bright star.  Soon after the baby 
was born, You sent them on their way – out of 
the clutches of a mad, jealous ruler – into Egypt 
for safety. 
 
This wonderful story teaches us that miracles 
happen in Your presence.  All things are possible 
by Your grace and mercy in our lives too.  “Jesus 
is the same yesterday, today and forever.” As You 
watched over and protected Him when He was 
helpless, so You watch over us tonight and 
always. From His humble beginnings, Jesus 
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became a man, a rabbi, a healer and the one true 
Savior of the world.  All glory and honor and 
praise to You, Almighty God.  You have ordained 
that by Him, Jesus the Christ, we may enter Your 
Holy Presence – forgiven and cleansed so that we 
become members of Your household and heirs of 
Your kingdom. 
 
Watch over each one here this evening, Lord.  
Bless each family represented in this sanctuary.  
We ask for Your continued blessing in our lives, 
through this night – even into the coming New 
Year.  All this we ask in the Name above every 
name – the beautiful and powerful name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 


