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Ps 149; Dan 7:1-3, 15-18; Eph 1:11-23; Lu 6:20-31 
Our Glorious Inheritance-Feast of All Saints 

 
You heard our reader say, “Do to others as you 
would have them do to you.”  (Lev 19:18, Lu 6:31) 
These are the words of Jesus right after He gives 
the sermon we recognize as the Beautiful 
Attitudes – or the Beatitudes.  The Gospel writer 
Matthew also quotes Jesus saying, “Do unto 
others...” (Mt 7:12) It is a well-known saying.  We 
call it the Golden Rule.  It’s probably one of the 
first things your folks tried to teach you – and a 
principle you tried to teach the children in your 
life.  Secular thinkers call it the rule of reciprocity 
– or the rule of empathy (feeling what others 
feel). 
 
Jesus is radical in His application of this wisdom: 
“To you who are ready for the truth, I say this: 
Love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in 
you, not the worst. When someone gives you a 
hard time, respond with…prayer for that person. 
If someone slaps you in the face, stand there and 
take it. If someone grabs your shirt, giftwrap your 
best coat and make a present of it. If someone 
takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion 
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to practice the servant life. No more tit-for-tat 
stuff. Live generously.” (Lu 6:27-30 MSG) 
 
Some hear Jesus’ words and answer, “No thanks.  
I’d rather be top-dog – a winner – I insist on 
respect at all times.”  But some stop and sit with 
Jesus’ words – His teaching – stunned by the way 
He lived when He walked the earth.  Jesus always 
(except with church leaders) took the “one-
down” position – never the “one-up” position.  
Do you wonder why the King of kings and Lord of 
lords lived so humbly? 
 
He lived a servant life.  He ate with sinners, 
washed His disciples’ feet and wept for those 
who proudly rejected Him.  Who was this Man?  
Who is this Savior of ours? 
 
Jesus pronounces judgment upon the arrogant, 
self-seeking way of being.  Luke’s telling of Jesus’ 
sermon is different from Matthew’s.  Matthew 
describes only blessedness, but Luke presents  
blessings and woes, as the ancient prophets did. 
For each of the four blessings – there is a 
corresponding woe or temptation we must watch 
for. 
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When we acknowledge our poverty (material and 
spiritual), we inherit the kingdom of God. 
But, if we put our trust and confidence in our 
riches, that is the only reward we will receive. 
 
When we acknowledge our (physical and 
spiritual) hunger now, we will feast and have 
plenty in God’s kingdom. 
But, if we are devoted to stuffing ourselves with 
the good things of the world, we will experience 
hunger later. 
 
When we take the part of those who are grieving 
their losses in this life and when we grieve over 
the soul scarred by sin, we will laugh heartily in 
God’s kingdom. But, if we laugh and shrug off the 
sorrows and troubles of the world, we will mourn 
and weep later. 
 
If we bear the cross of Christ in this life – 
accepting the contempt and rejection of those 
who do not acknowledge Him here, we can leap 
for joy on account of the reward our King will 
give us in the heavenly realm. 
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But, if we seek the favor and praise of the world – 
ignoring the working of Christ in our lives, we will 
have no reward in the life to come. 
 
Jesus came to disrupt our complacency.  He  
doesn’t want you and me to slide by. No. He 
wants us to take up the challenges and trials of 
representing Him to the lost and lonely people in 
our lives. 
 
I don’t agree with Dr. J. I. Packer on everything, 
but I appreciate his word on humility. (James 
Packer, Your Father Loves You, Harold Shaw 
Publishers, 1986) The more you and I humble 
ourselves before the Lord, the more we 
experience the high calling of praise.  We are 
inspired to praise God as we acknowledge God’s 
sovereignty.  We see it in Paul’s letter to the 
church at Ephesus.  Paul says he always prays for 
the people of that church. Paul writes,  “I ask the 
God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the God of 
glory—to make you intelligent and discerning in 
knowing him personally, your eyes focused and 
clear, so that you can see exactly what it is he is 
calling you to do, grasp the immensity of this 
glorious way of life he has for his followers, oh, 
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the utter extravagance of his work in us who 
trust him—endless energy, boundless strength!” 
(vv 17-19 MSG)   
 
A couple years ago I was driving to California with 
my brother and my dog in the car.  There was an 
SUV coming right at me.  The driver of that big 
Dodge Caravan turned the wheel as hard as he 
could.  He swerved just before he t-boned my 
Subaru. That big boy bounced through the ditch 
and careened into the woods on two tires.  The 
windshield, fender and door were sprayed with 
gravel.  But we were okay.  I shouted, “Glory to 
God! Thank-You Jesus!  Almighty Ruler of the 
universe!  You have given us life today!  Thank-
You! Thank-You! Thank-You! Woo-hoo!”  That’s 
praise! 
 
When God moves, we understand there was 
nothing we could have done for ourselves – we 
have been delivered by the very hand of God.  
Confronting our own weakness and lowliness 
brings the expression of joy and gratitude.  We 
are humbled by His great love and power on our 
behalf.  We are not humiliated. We are humbled. 
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When we are humble before the Lord, we receive 
His glorious inheritance.  The proud and stiff-
necked will not. 
 
Back in the 6th c BC God showed the Prophet 
Daniel this vision of Jesus Christ being crowned 
with all authority and power.  Daniel writes, “But 
the holy ones (the saints) of the Most High shall 
receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom 
forever – forever and ever.” (Dan 7:18) Jesus 
longs to give us His glorious kingdom.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


