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“I have wiped out your transgressions like a thick cloud  
And your sins like a heavy mist.   
Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.” (Isaiah 44:22 NASB) 
 
There is a popular idea that once we have turned to God and received the great gift of rescue 
from sin and death, we have done it all.  Many view a renewed sense of calling and blessing as 
impossible.  But John Wesley, George Whitefield along with many other preachers of the Great 
Awakening in England learned that renewal of faith and devotion to the Lord is possible.  The 
preachers of the eighteenth century evangelical movement saw again and again, preaching in 
the streets and lanes of the British Isles, people kneeling and receiving what is called a “Second 
Blessing.”  Renewal and refreshing of devotion to Jesus is possible – even probable when we 
ask Him for it. 

 
In 1755 John Wesley held the first Covenant Renewal Service of Worship.  This same service 
was reshaped over the decades to suit the changes in liturgical style, until it has, three centuries 
later, the form we use today.  We use current language, and a shorter service.  This suits the 
needs and tastes of congregations in the United Methodist Church around the world. 
 
Greg Buchner writes:   
“Wesley found the service rich and meaningful, as expressed in his Journal: "Many mourned 
before God, and many were comforted" (April 1756); "It was, as usual, a time of remarkable 
blessing" (October 1765); "It was an occasion for a variety of spiritual experiences ... I do not 
know that ever we had a greater blessing. Afterwards many desired to return thanks, either for 
a sense of pardon, for full salvation, or for a fresh manifestation of His graces, healing all their 
backslidings" (January 1, 1775). In London these services were usually held on New Year’s Day. 
Around the country the Covenant Service was conducted whenever John Wesley visited the 
Methodist Societies.” 
 
We are experiencing a much-updated version of what has come to be called Watchnight Service 
this year on the first Sunday (Jan 6th, 2019).  The renewal of vows to God is woven into the Service 
of Holy Communion.  The centerpiece of this service is John Wesley’s prayer of surrender. 
 
Participating in this wonderful service is the best way to begin the New Year.  I pray you will come 
expectantly to first Sunday worship with a heart and mind open to what God has for you, your 
church and your community in the next twelve months. 
 
Best of New Years! 
Yours in Christ, 
Margot 


