
We observe the 
seasons in nature 
with great joy – 
both in the church 
and in the world. 
Just now, all the 

leafing out and blooming, plus the 
warmer weather give us the same 
assurance God gave Noah:

“…and the Lord said in His heart, 
‘I will never again curse the ground 
for man’s sake, although the 
imagination of man’s heart is evil 
from his youth; nor will I again 
destroy every living thing as I have 
done 
 While the earth remains, 
 Seedtime and harvest, 
 Cold and heat, 
 Winter and summer, 
 And day and night 
 Shall not cease.” 
 Genesis 8:21-22 

We have this divine promise to 
sustain us through our days and 
nights. A group discussed recently 
in Bible study how dizzying are 
the facts of our place and our 

movement in the cosmos. The 
science writer Kate Becker puts it 
this way – “…it depends on your 
latitude on Earth--that is, how close 
you are to the equator--and the time 
of year makes a difference…Your 
motion is made up of four pieces: 
the rotation of the Earth on its axis, 
the motion of the Earth around 
the Sun, the Sun’s orbit about 
the center of the galaxy, and the 
motion of the whole galaxy.” She 
estimates that just lying in bed, you 
are moving up to 900 m/sec if you 
add up the speeds of these orbits 
and rotations. (http://curious.astro.
cornell.edu accessed 04-07-18) 

We are never just holding still, 
are we? We are hurtling through 
space at an amazing speed – 
headed – where? Answering the 
cosmic question – “Where are 
you going?” – is a challenge even 
for astronomers and physicists. 
The people who do not ponder 
the question certainly have no 
big answers. But, we who seek 
and follow our God – Creator, 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

May
05/08 Arne Harrang
05/14 Jimmy Boswell
05/17 James Fonua

June
06/08 Anika Peters
06/17 Ellen Sadler
06/22 Roger Bond

CALENDAR FOR MAY/JUNE:

05/02 ~ Senior Lunch
05/06 ~ 2:00 - 5:00 PM: Table Talk - an 
invitation from Bishop Elaine Stanovsky to 
discuss human sexuality using the “Three 
Principles for Open Discussion” at Hillsboro 
United Methodist Church -168 NE 8th Ave, 
Hillsboro, OR 97124.
05/13 ~ Mother’s Day

06/17 ~ Father’s Day
06/25-29 ~ 9 AM - 11:30 AM Vacation Bible 
School

WEDNESDAYS:  
 9:30 AM: OGC a “retired guys fellowship” 
meets at the Trailhead Café. 
 
 10:00 AM: Women’s Bible Study at Dianne 
Harrang’s home. (Through May 16.)
 

FOOD OF THE MONTH

The Food of the Month program has added 
greatly to our supply of items that go into our 
Christmas food boxes and we thank you.  We 
hope you enjoy bringing in the listed foods 
each month to help build up our supply.  For 
this year the items and months of collection are 
as follows: 

 May – pork and beans
 June – tuna
 July – refried beans
 August – diced tomatoes
 September – hearty soups
 October – stove top stuffing – chicken
 November/December – chicken broth

LENTEN GIVING GOES TO LUCKY TO 
SERVE

Once again you have stepped up to the plate, 
the offering plate that is.  Whether you denied 
yourself of something or gave extra during 
Lent, you contributed to the total of $299.16, 
which will be given to Lucky to Serve.  Brenda 
& Rochelle Bottema of Lucky to Serve will in 
turn provide Christmas gifts for the children 
of the families receiving our Christmas 
food boxes in December.  Thanks to all who 
contributed and thanks for blessing the children 
of our community with some “gifts” of love.
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Redeemer and Sustainer – we have a sort of 
galactic map – a guide-book – rather like the 
map in a huge shopping mall. 

When we continue to read and take to heart the 
words God has given us (the Bible), we can see 
the arrow on the cosmic map that says, “You 
are here.” You can rest easy in God’s hands. 

As April, with its winds and rains glides along, 
we are in the church season called Easter 
(or Eastertide). We commemorate Christ’s 
forty days walking the earth in a glorified, 
resurrected body. We celebrate His Ascension 
back to His heavenly home – along with the 
Mother’s Day holiday – in May. We will also 
begin a Prayer Project May-June. We will learn 
about and pray for Muslims worldwide during 
the festival of Ramadan 2018. 

In each season of the calendar year – and the 
church year – we are called to celebrate in the 
light of Christ – sharing our joy with all whose 
lives touch ours. 

Blessings, 
Margot

CAN WE TALK?                                       
Pastor Margot Thompson

The issues, decisions and finally the rules 
surrounding the expression of human sexuality 
in the United Methodist Church have been in 
controversy for forty-odd years. We need to 
have constructive, genuine talk about these 
matters, especially about who will be offered 
a service of Holy Matrimony and a service of 

Ordination in our connection.

Some United Methodists have not heard that 
the UM Council of Bishops has appointed a 
32-member Commission on a Way Forward.  
This group has been meeting and deliberating 
since General Conference 2016.

We await the Commission’s recommendation 
to the Council of Bishops -- and the further 
actions of the Special General Conference that 
will take place in February 2019.  General 
Conference is usually a quadrennial event 
at which all jurisdictions, conferences and 
congregations worldwide meet to do the 
business of the UMC.  The 2019 convocation 
is a special event whose discussion and 
decision will be limited to LGBT+ inclusion 
in the United Methodist Church.  The Book 
of Discipline of he UMC currently states that 
an active gay lifestyle is not permitted for the 
ordained (elders and deacons). 

In the meantime, Bishop Elaine Stanovsky 
(Greater NW Episcopal Area) has met the 
producers of a great film entitled NO JOKE - 
An Imam, a Rabbi and a Pastor.  We have had 
some meetings throughout the Alaska, Pacific 
NW and Oregon-Idaho Conferences that teach 
about this unique friendship between an imam, 
a rabbi and a pastor.  Their friendship began in 
Peoria, IL.

Out of their experiences have come three 
principles for discussing our closely held 
beliefs and opinions.  These guidelines are 
termed principles because they are not rules.  
As the imam, the rabbi and the pastor tell us, 
“Nobody gets it right all the time.”  The three 
principles are:       
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On Sunday, May 6th from 2 - 5 p.m. Hillsboro 
UMC will host a gathering called Table Talk.  
It has been put in place by our Conference 
leadership to facilitate genuine listening and 
genuine talk about the issue of human sexuality 
in our church.  The United Methodist Book 
of Discipline currently states that the practice 
of homo-sexuality is “not compatible with 
Christian teaching.”  This principle has been 
called “unloving,” by the pro-LGBT+ segment 
of the UMC. The special General Conference 
in 2019 is called to settle the matter for the 
good and the unity of the whole church.

Please go to the Oregon-Idaho Conference 
website to register your attendance at the May 
6th gathering at Hillsboro UMC.

By the time this article is published, one 
showing of the film NO JOKE:  An Imam, 
a Rabbi and a Pastor will have most likely 
already have taken place.  Another showing can 
easily be arranged, if there is a group who wish 
to see it.

Blessings,
Pastor Margot

Rev. Dexter Danielson, Chaplain 
Forest Grove Police and Fire

I have recently responded to 
several residential fires with the 

Fire Department, two within this last week 
of my writing this, one of the fires involved 
three children in the family; ages 1, 6 and 10 
years old.  When I arrived on the scene just 
after 2:00 AM, I was greeted with the sight of 
the two adults and the three children sitting on 
the side-walk outside the home as firefighters 
fought to contain the flames.  I used the 
blankets, along with stocking caps and stuffed 
animals to provide both warmth and comfort 
for the children and adults.  The children were 
especially impacted because the fire had killed 
their pet rabbits in the storage shed behind 
the house.  Even after we moved the family 
to a neighbor’s home for warmth the children 
continued to clutch the stuffed toys and wrap 
themselves in the blankets as they did through 
the rest of the morning as emergency housing 
was arranged with the Red Cross.

This fire and other recent fires have taken a 
toll on my stock of blankets and I am making a 
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“shout out” for blankets to fill our emergency 
supply of blankets.  Many people have 
provided several “quilts” in the past and they 
are beautiful but also a lot of work, and I want 
to express my thanks and the thanks of other 
Chaplains for these “works of art”.  I also want 
to say that even less labor-intensive blankets 
are of great use in these emergencies, the fleece 
blanket throws, the larger ones (46” x 63” 
approximately), can be used and generally go 
on sale this time of year.   

Thank you from me and all our Chaplains for 
the donations of blankets and many other items 
we use in emergencies; many of the people we 
give these blankest to express their thanks too.  
If you have unused blankets to donate, please 
let me know or get them to me and I will see 
that they are distributed to other Chaplains as 
well.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2018

Plans are being made for this year’s Vacation 
Bible School.  This year V.B.S. will run from 
June 25th to the 29th.  Every morning from 
9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. there will be laughter, 
singing, and joy ringing throughout the 

building as we invite 
children (ages 5-10) 

from the community 
in to share in Jesus. 

This year’s theme 
is Kingdom of the 

Son Safari.   We 
will be taking a 

closer look at the 
Lord’s Prayer, breaking 

it down in sections to come to a better 

understanding of each piece.  Through stories 
in the Bible we will see that God Listens, 
Provides, Forgives, Protects and Rules.

It does take group effort to make this week a 
success.  We have people in place for leading 
the children in singing and bible lessons, those 
creating delicious, nutritious, fun, snacks, 
those ready to put on a skit each day, and 
creating crafts.  Your support in prayer is 
greatly desired.  Please pray for the leaders and 
the children that God will bring to V.B.S., for 
health and stamina for all, and that God’s word 
will touch hearts and lives (yes, pray for sun 
too!). Our week long VBS is offered free to the 
community’s children, so donations are gladly 
accepted.  They can be placed in the offering 
plate either in an offering envelope with For 
VBS noted on the outside or by check with 
VBS written in the memo space.   

So, don your safari gear, and sunscreen.  Even 
if you can’t be here every day, come lend a 
hand or just come for a visit and enjoy the 
excitement!

h

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever. Amen

(Continued from page 4.)
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MUD PUDDLES AND DANDELIONS 

When I look at a patch of dandelions, I 
see a bunch of weeds that are going to 
take over my yard. My kids see flowers 
for Mom and blowing white fluff you can 
wish on. 

When I look at an old drunk and he smiles 
at me, I see a smelly, dirty person who 
probably wants money and I look away. 
My kids see someone smiling at them 
and they smile back. 

When I hear music I love, I know I can’t 
carry a tune and don’t have much 
rhythm so I sit self-consciously and 
listen. My kids feel the beat and move to 
it. They sing out the words. If they don’t 
know them, they make up their own. 

When I feel wind on my face, I 
brace myself against it. I feel it 
messing up my hair and pulling 
me back when I walk. My kids 
close their eyes, spread their 
arms and fly with it, until they 
fall to the ground laughing. 

When I pray, I say thee and thou 
and grant me this, give me that. 
My kids say, “Hi God! Thanks for 
my toys and my friends. Please keep the 
bad dreams away tonight. Sorry, I don’t 

want to go to Heaven yet. I would miss 
my Mommy and Daddy.” 

When I see a mud puddle I step around 
it. I see muddy shoes and dirty carpets. 
My kids sit in it. They see dams to build, 
rivers to cross and worms to play with. 

I wonder if we are given kids to teach or 
to learn from? 

No wonder God loves the little children!! 

“Enjoy the little things in life, for one day 
you may look back and realize they were 
the big things.” 

I wish you mud puddles and dandelions...

(Courtesy of “Mikey’s Funnies”)
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WAYS TO BEGIN

In the Book of Acts we read about the 
early church and how they did things as a 
community of faith. In Acts 4: 32-35 we see 
that the early Christians of Jerusalem made a 
radical decision to live together as community, 
pool their resources, and share the wealth 
“as any had need.” What we don’t know 
is how they decided that this was the way to be 
faithful in that place at that time. We do know 
that at that time the poor, the disenfranchised, 
widows, orphans, and foreigners all were 
treated poorly and that those who had no real 
economic standing suffered the most. I 
think it is safe to say that the early 
Christians were responding to 
the needs of their neighbors 
when they pooled together and 
gave out to any who had need.

Today the church is adopting and 
adapting methods that come from 
many decades of community organizing, 
community development, and a drive to 
improve neighborhoods, including  organizing 
around community needs and community 
assets.  The goal is to find out what your 
neighbors need and address that need. 

There are some great trainings out there (one 
in Seattle soon: Love Thy Neighbor: UMC 
Neighborhood Innovation) but you don’t have 
to go to a training to begin to get a feeling 
for what your neighbors need right outside 
your church’s door. The first thing to do is to 
see your neighborhood, community, town, 
crossroads, etc. with new eyes. Look around 
and notice what you might have overlooked 
because it has become part of the background. 

Notice who lives around your church. See what 
businesses are there. Look at the folks walking 
by, if there are folks walking by. Does what is 
outside match what is inside? Are the people in 
your neighborhood part of your church? 

I recommend that each congregation gather 
its leaders and do a prayer walk around the 
area that borders the church. Ask God to 
open your eyes to see what is there, and 
to open your hearts so that compassion is 
awakened for what you may not have seen 
before. Pray for the businesses, their owners, 
their clients. Pray for the community leaders, 

other faith communities, the bars and 
dispensaries. Pray for each person 

you see, pass or encounter. When 
you get back to the church 
compare notes. What did you 
see, what did God show you, 

where were the needs? Debrief 
the experience and do a circle 

prayer where each person lifts up 
the most surprising, challenging, or 

unexpected revelation of the walk. Make sure 
someone is taking notes! 

Empower a team of people to do targeted 
interviews. Get some time with the school 
principal. Arrange to chat with elected leaders. 
Talk to the business people, the chamber of 
commerce, the social service agencies and the 
other faith communities. Spend some time 
interviewing the police or sheriff’s deputies, 
firefighters, EMTs and others who are on 
the front lines of responding to the most 
basic needs. Observe when school begins 
and ends and watch who comes and goes. 
Interview folks on the street and those who 

(Continued on page 8.)
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PASTOR MARGOT’S OFFICE HOURS
 
Banks Community UMC
Tuesday -  10:00 a.m. - noon
                   1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Thursday -  10:00 a.m. - noon
                     1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
  
Cornelius UMC
Monday -  10:00 a.m. - noon
                    1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday -  10:00 a.m. - noon
                    1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
 

(At all hours, and any day Sunday through 
Thursday, please use her cell phone number.)
She is also available for urgent or emergency 
matters at all times via cell.

BANKS TELLER

All submissions to the Banks Teller are 
DUE BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH 
preceding the month you wish it to run. 
The Banks Teller is published every two 
months.

live there. These interviews do not have to 
be long or involved. What you want to know 
are three things: 1) who do they see in the 
neighborhood, 2) what needs are there that 
aren’t being met or met well and that they think 
the church could help with, and, 3) what does 
the future of this community look like from 
their perspective. 

One thing is certain, in order for a congregation 
to thrive it needs to be directly involved in the 
community around it. The church exists for 
those outside its walls. The church isn’t some 
kind of oasis from the neighborhood. It is an 
aid station for the neighborhood. Those of us 
who make up the church find our rejuvenation 
and our connections within the church, but 
God calls us to look outside and to see and 
respond to the needs of our neighbors. To be 
the best church we can be we need to assess 
what’s out there and what assets we have to 
address what we discover and seek out partners 
to help us fill in the gaps. Our primary 

concern and motivation is the same as the 
early Jerusalem Christians:  make sure that 
anyone who has a need is helped.

Peace,

Tim Overton-Harris
Cascadia District Superintendent

Sat., May 12, 10 AM to 2 PM: Table 
Talk - an invitation from Bishop Elaine 
Stanovsky to discuss human sexuality using 
the “Three Principles for Open Discussion” at 
Nehalem Bay UMC. Nehalem Bay UMC will 
provide beverages (coffee, water, juice). Please 
bring your own lunch and, of course, snacks.  
Pastor Steve and congregation look forward to 
seeing you all. (For those who may be unable 
to attend the one on May 6th in Hillsboro.)

(Continued from page 7.)
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