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Ps 126; Ru 3:1-5, 4:13-17;  
He 9:24-28; Mk 12:38-44 

Today’s reading from the Book of Ruth is a set of 
book-ends framing the gracious and loving 
actions that Boaz took in order to make 
everything legal and proper for marriage to Ruth. 
She is the widow of his kinsman, Mahlon 
(Naomi’s son).  After Ruth followed Naomi’s 
instructions to go to the threshing floor and show 
her willingness to marry this kinsman-redeemer, 
the man Boaz immediately went to the gates of 
the city to speak to the elders about the 
inheritance that was available to him by law.  
With that farmland came the duty to produce an 
heir for the deceased owner.  Clearly, Hebrew 
levirate law is not something we live by in our 
time.  The acquisition of the property required 
marrying the widow.  What happened in the city 
gates was the near relative declined to marry 
Ruth to gain the property.  Thus, the way was 
clear for the marriage.  Boaz’s claim was 
recognized by the elders. 
 
There is rejoicing in Bethlehem!  The women of 
the neighborhood sing a song of praise to God for 
the birth of a boy to Boaz and Ruth.  They call him 
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“a restorer of life.”  So, their chorus is about the 
joyful event of the moment and a prophecy 
about the future line of King David.  The name 
Obed appears many times in the Old Testament.  
But, this marriage of a faithful Hebrew to a 
Moabite woman places Obed in the New 
Testament.  Matthew’s Gospel names him in the 
genealogy of Jesus the Messiah (Mt 1:5-6).  Boaz, 
the son or grandson of another foreign convert, 
Rahab, himself marries a foreign convert, Ruth.  
God’s faithfulness extends to all who call upon 
Him and believe in Him – Jews and Gentiles.  I 
pray God’s long faithfulness will be met by our 
long obedience.  Naomi put her faith in the Lord 
for provision in her old age.  Boaz is our 
forefather in the faith by his obedience.  His story 
is a picture of the faithfulness and obedience of 
Jesus, our Kinsman-Redeemer.  And the romance 
between Boaz and the young widow, Ruth, is a 
picture of God’s love and care for His church.  The 
church consists of people coming from all 
continents, all nations, all races and creeds. 
 
Eugene Peterson entered glory on Oct. 22nd.  He 
was eighty-five.  In this gentle teacher we have 
another father of the faith.  He was an obedient 
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shepherd and scholar.  His classic book, A Long 
Obedience in the Same Direction (recommended 
for your Advent reading pleasure), teaches this:  
  
“One aspect of the world that is destructive to 
Christians is that anything worthwhile can be 
acquired at once.  It is not difficult in this 
environment to get someone interested in the 
message of the gospel; it is terrifically difficult to 
sustain the interest.  People have developed the 
lifestyle of a tourist (or a consumer) and only 
want the high points.  There is no desire to wait 
patiently and devoutly for a true relationship 
with God…An essential thing in heaven and on 
earth is that there would be a long obedience in 
the same direction resulting in something that 
makes life worth living.”  (static.squarespace.com 
summary quote accessed 11-05-18) 
 
We catch up with Jesus and He is sitting in the 
temple watching the people put their gifts into 
the treasury – or giving box.  He sees the rich put 
in large donations – perhaps calling attention to 
the importance of their gifts.  But then, He sees a 
poor widow (like Naomi or Ruth).  She puts in just 
a couple of cents.  Her gift, Jesus declares, is 
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more important and more highly honored by God 
than the gifts others put in out of their great 
wealth.  This woman has given all she has in 
order to honor the Lord who has sustained her in 
her grief and loss.  Surely this widow is waiting 
for the kinsman-redeemer to provide all she 
needs to live on – trusting in God alone.  This is 
faith and obedience pleasing to the Lord. 
 
As we anticipate the Season of Advent, let us 
take the long view.  Jesus accused the church 
leaders in Jerusalem of “devouring widows’ 
houses.”  Meaning, they greedily seized the 
property of the poor and helpless, while 
pretending to be very pious and godly.  This 
attitude will be exposed at the end of the age.  
Jesus said, “…what you have whispered behind 
closed doors will be proclaimed from the 
housetops.” (Mt 12:3) I pray we will have spoken 
the truth – especially the truth about the Gospel.  
 
We are called to practice this long obedience in 
the same direction.  The grace God has poured 
out on us through Jesus Christ cannot be 
measured in material things or financial 
blessings.  The truth is the church, the bride of 
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the Lord Jesus, is eagerly waiting for this Savior of 
ours to reappear and rescue us.  Let us slow 
down and dwell in God’s promises – with joy and 
thanksgiving as the day gets nearer.  Amen.  


