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Ps 146; Ru 1:1-18; He 9:11-14; Mk 12:28-34 
Wholeness in God’s Love 

I like words.  Sometimes I thumb through the 
dictionary enjoying words and where they come 
from.  This past week, I explored the connection 
between the two words, “holy” and “whole.”  
They have a common Old English root “halig.”  
Halig is something whole, entire, sound.  The root 
“hal or hail” is common to the word “holy,” 
meaning set apart or consecrated.  A good 
reminder of the connection is the traditional 
courtroom ritual of holding out the Bible so that 
a person about to testify may swear to tell “the 
whole truth,” with one hand upon the Sacred 
Book and the other raised. 
 
I am not sure being made whole is the same as 
becoming holy.  But I am sure that the holiness 
that enters the human spirit by God’s presence 
makes us whole – complete – entire – it remakes 
us in the image of the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  
And there is wisdom and understanding about 
this holy invasion in our Scripture readings for 
today. 
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We begin with the beautiful, short story of Ruth 
and Naomi.  The time of the judges was the wild, 
wild west period of the ANE.  Recall the Book of 
Judges ends with this: “In those days there was 
no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes.” (Judges 21:25) Here the Book of 
Judges closes its narrative. 
Immediately, the Book of Ruth opens with a 
Hebrew couple, Elimelech and Naomi, leaving 
their famine-stricken town of Bethlehem, going 
to Moab, where they hear there is water, grain 
and fruit.  But, there is tragedy upon tragedy as 
the men of the family, first Elimelech, then his 
and Naomi’s sons Mahlon and Chilion, all die in 
rapid succession.  Here is a widow with no sons.  
Naomi hears that the famine is over in Judah.  
She packs up and heads home.  She advises her 
Moabite daughters-in-law to return to their 
fathers’ houses. 
 
Naomi will have enough trouble finding a home 
back in Bethlehem, never mind having Moabite 
in-laws with her.  There was ethnic and religious 
hatred between Moab and Judah.  Moab is called 
N Jordan now.  She will be seeking shelter with a 
kinsman to rescue her from shame and hunger.  
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Only imagine the challenges a woman faced in 
those lawless days.  When we read this little gem 
of a story, we want to rush to the young woman’s 
declaration of devotion to her Hebrew mother-in-
law and to her God, Yahweh.  Today, let’s camp 
here with these women who have little prospect 
of enough food and shelter.  They can only pray 
for some acceptance – some welcome where 
they are headed.  Consider how many millions of 
people live their life on the road in our time.  You 
get in line and register with a refugee camp.  You 
get a plastic water jug, a basin, a blanket and a 
cot in a tent.  We don’t want to imagine it – but it 
is the reality in our world.  The plight of Naomi 
and her daughters-in-law is a little cameo of the 
bigger picture of displacement and alienation in 
our world even today.  I pray God allow our 
hearts to be broken by the things that break His 
heart. 
 
Our Psalm for today proclaims: 
“The Lord sets the prisoners free… 
9 The Lord protects the strangers; 
He supports the fatherless and the widow, 
But He thwarts the way of the wicked.”  (Ps 
146:7b-9 NASB) 
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Have you had enough of the world’s way of 
thinking?   Are you ready for God’s promises?  
Verse 9:  The Lord supports the strangers – God 
supports the fatherless and the widow, but He 
thwarts the way of the wicked.  Are you ready to 
hear and believe the good news? 
 
God deeply desires to rescue all who call out to 
Him and believe Him for what we need.  God 
protects and provides for us in our times of 
trouble.  Our holy God can make us whole – heal 
and restore us, even as we remain in this broken 
world.  We will see next time how God makes 
Naomi and Ruth whole again.  God is about to 
place them in a favorable situation.  They are 
waiting for the kinsman-redeemer, the savior to 
take up their cause in the gates of Bethlehem.  
Hold the thought.  More next week. 
 
I searched for video of refugee camps, but did 
not find any images we could all view without 
distress.  We do have time to hear about the 
camps with the largest population of refugees in 
the world: 
3rd largest – Kakuma, Kenya – people mostly from 
S. Sudan – about 124,814. 
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2nd largest – Dollo Ado, Ethiopia – 201,123 
registered drought victims 
The largest – Dadaab, Kenya – 496,130 from 
Ethiopia, Somalia and S. Sudan.  Both those 
fleeing drought and those fleeing the violence of 
war.  (borgenmagazine.com accessed 10/31/18) 
 
Hunger and fear of death are the worldly forces 
that drove Naomi and Ruth back to Judah where 
there was hope of a future.  So it is with millions 
in 2018. Conquest and war also figure in the great 
people movements of our time.  There does not 
seem to be any way for humans to stop the 
unjust forces that destroy people’s lives.  We do 
what we can:  We pray.  We make food and 
clothing available with pantries and clothing 
closets.  We support efforts like Family Promise 
that offer temporary shelter and advocacy for 
families with children.  We offer the Good News 
of Jesus’ love and His rescue of the lost. Why?   
 
The writer of Hebrews explains the work Jesus 
accomplished.  To the people standing around in 
Jerusalem, it looked like the crucifixion of a 
criminal – to Roman and even Hebrew eyes.  But, 
the good things that have come into the world 
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because of that work are not of earthly origin.  
The holy work of rescuing God’s creation was 
done in the heavenly temple, not made with 
hands.  The belief was, for ages before Jesus 
Christ came on the scene, that the blood of goats 
and bulls could make us clean and fresh. 
 
But Jesus Christ, instead entered the heavenly 
Holy of Holies, using his own blood as the price to 
set us free once and for all. (Hebrews 9:12 MSG) – 
completely. 
 
Jesus, by the eternal Spirit, offered Himself 
without blemish to God.  By His obedient self-
sacrifice we are purified – our soul, our cons- 
cience, our spirit – purified from dead works.  So 
are we freed to worship God and to serve God 
under a New Covenant – with an eternal 
inheritance of life.  We are made whole – we are 
made holy in Christ.  Why reach out?  We share 
His love as we care for the alien, the orphan and 
the widow.  Amen. 


