
We are waiting 
eagerly for 
summer to end! 
Autumn is right 
around the corner, 
despite the hot 

weather these past weeks. Some 
of us will experience a life-change 
this fall. Young people will enter 
a new grade or a new school in a 
couple of weeks. Some of us will 
begin a new job or new project 
or will even make the move to 
retirement. Autumn is always 
exciting! Gardens and orchards are 
giving us the fruits of the season. 
In the church we are anticipating 
the great feasts of All Saints Day 
and Advent/Christmas. We will 
begin a study of Luke’s Gospel this 
month. Check the announcement 
section of the weekly worship 
guide for times and places. 

We have been challenged by 
our District Superintendent, Tim 
Overton-Harris, to pray and plan 
to launch a new ministry by the 
end of 2018. There is a mini-

grant available for this, and there 
will be a Cascadia District event 
on September 22nd in Salem to 
spark our interest. Lay persons 
and clergy are invited to meet and 
share ideas. If you would like to 
register for the event, you can 
do so individually or as part of 
a group. To attend as part of the 
congregation, please contact me 
at revmargot@gmail.com or 971-
732-2351. To register singly, see 
the Cascadia monthly newsletter at 
http://www.umoi.org 

We pray for our world every 
time we meet to worship together. 
We are also being called to pray 
for the United Methodist Church 
– especially in February 2019. 
There will be a special General 
Conference in St. Louis MO 
starting Feb. 23rd. We are praying 
for God’s guidance in being the 
church together. The issue before 
us is stated as whether to marry 
and ordain practicing LGBTQ+ 
persons. The over-arching issues 
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are the sovereignty of God, the authority of 
Scripture and the divine nature of Jesus Christ. 
Please keep the church in your heart and in 
your prayers. 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Margot 

CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER/
OCTOBER:

09/09 ~ 3-church potluck/picnic with 
Cornelius UMC, Yamhill UMC and BCUMC, 
immediately following our Worship Service.  
Bring your favorite casserole/picnic entrée, 
salad, or dessert. 

09/12, 10 AM ~ Women’s Bible study at 
Dianne Harrang’s home starts for the new 
season.

09/16 ~ Ad Council meeting follows the 
service.

09/16, 2 PM - 6 PM ~ Birthday Celebration! 
You are invited to a Birthday Open House to 
celebrate Dexter’s 70th birthday!  It will be 
held at our home. (3212 17th Ave. in Forest 
Grove.)  We hope to see you there!   ~ Nancy

10/07 ~ Planning meeting for our 9th Annual 
Christmas Tea/Auction follows the service. 
The Tea will be held on Saturday, December 
8th this year.

WEDNESDAYS:  
 9:30 AM: OGC a “retired guys fellowship” 
meets at the Trailhead Café. 
 
 10 AM: Women’s Bible study at Dianne 
Harrang’s home starts Sept. 12.

PRE-SCHOOL HERE AT BCUMC 

Starting September 4th, “Mini Hearts” 
Pre-School (formerly at St. Francis) will 
be operating under the direction of Susie 
VanderZanden at BCUMC Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 to noon.  They will be following 
the same yearly schedule as the Banks 
schools.  

So as not to be a distraction or get under 
foot we are asking that we all show some 
consideration and limit our presence in the 
Fellowship Hall and Family Room during 
their hours of operation.  Thank you.  

We wish them well in their new location.
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September
09/12 Norm Lacey
09/14 Katie Russell
09/20 Dexter Danielson
09/20 Luke Boswell
09/24 Sarah Sprague
09/29 Trudey Cheney
09/31 Dennis Sprague

October
10/15 Evan Medinger
10/26 Terry Bernel
10/28 Kate Boswell
10/29 Shirley Hahn
10/31 Berry Fonua



CANNED FOOD OF THE MONTH AND 
RECYCLING

Our stock is building and we thank you for 
that as it means we will have plenty of foods 
to pack in our Christmas food boxes.  Please 
continue to bring in the Food of the Month 
during these last months of the year.  The 
following is what we will be collecting: 

September – hearty soups; 
October – chicken stove top stuffing; 
Nov./Dec. – chicken broth.  

The collection of recyclable cans and 
water bottles is on-going and we appreciate 
your “contributions”.  Keep bringing in your 
empties!  We can now also redeem juice 
bottles but only if 
they are the round 
ones.  These funds 
help with the 
purchase of foods 
for the Christmas 
food boxes.  

Contrary to some beliefs, the Banks 
Community Food Bank does not provide 
items for our Christmas food boxes, nor does 
the church support the food bank except 
for the location.  The Christmas food box 
outreach is a mission of this church and 
we rely on your contributions.  When you 
contribute through the Food of the Month 
or your empty bottles and cans, or monetary 
gifts, you are blessing many individuals with 
the gifts of food and love.  We thank you.

OUR PUBLIC SAFETY CHAPLAINCY

We have had the pleasure of welcoming 
Chaplain Joel Peterson to preach from our 
pulpit on a few occasions and I am thinking 
now is a good time to put in a plug for the 
Public Safety Chaplaincy.  There are at least 
nineteen chaplains that serve in the tri-county 
area.  They are supported with designated 
funds from people like us who are interested 
in what they do to help people in traumatic 
situations.  By support we mean money for 
gas, food, bibles and other items they need in 
order to reach out to those in distress.  You 
can give to a specific Chaplain, or donate to 
the Public Safety Chaplaincy general fund for 
office support.

A copy of their donation slip is tacked to the 
bulletin board in the Family Room.  Feel free 
to take one, fill it out and put a check where 
you want your funds to go, along with some 
money, of course, and mail it.  Andy

7TH ANNUAL 3 – CHURCH POTLUCK/
PICNIC

On September 9th 
we will gather with 
members of Cornelius 
and Yamhill UMCs 
at our church for a 
potluck/picnic.  Please 
bring your favorite 

potluck/picnic fare to share with everyone.  
We expect to enjoy good food, fun fellowship, 
share in some trivia and learn some history of 
the 3 churches. 
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WOMEN’S STUDY GROUP    
Dianne Harrang

Our Group will commence September 12---
9:45 for visiting---lesson at 10:00.  We meet at 
my home every Wednesday except for Senior 
Lunches or Holidays.

We will be looking at Medieval history.  
After collapse of the Western Roman 
Empire—476 AD—the main unifying force 
in Europe was the Church.  It was under the 
supreme authority of the Pope who was seen 
as the successor of St. Peter.  As head of the 
Church, the pope wielded spiritual authority 
over all of Europe---the State as well as 
administration of the Church.  The Church 
and State were viewed as two different aspects 
of one complete Christian Society called 
Christendom.  The common man was totally 
subservient to his King and Pope--- emphasis 
was placed on preparation for the Paradise of 
afterlife.  Medieval society was divided into 
3 estates depending on birth.  The first estate 
was Clergy; the second 
was Nobility; third was 
Peasantry (who fed the 
other 2 estates).  Education 
was conducted under the 
auspices of the Church in 
cathedral schools---those 
who benefited were Clergy 
and Nobility.

We will study short 
biographies of some of 
the major Medievals of this period such 
as:  Justinian I, Gregory the Great, Peter 
Abelard, Charlemagne, Bernard of Clairvaux, 

Francis of Assisi, Thomas Aquinas, Dante 
Alighieri,  et al.    Each lesson builds on the 
previous one, so it is a bit of a commitment to 
keep current with the Group.  Contact me if 
interested---503-324-3102.

MONDAY NIGHT STUDY GROUP
Pastor Margot

Hope to begin the fall study on the Gospel 
of Luke on Monday, Sept 10th. It will be at 
7:00 p.m. at Leola Stigleman’s home.  All are 
invited to join in.  The study will be video-
guided.  Our study guide (Luke: To the Lovers 
of God) will be available Sunday, Sept 2nd.

A Dalmatian Funny

A nursery school 
teacher was delivering a 
van full of kids home one 
day when a fire truck 
zoomed past. Sitting 
in the front seat of the 
fire truck was a Dalmatian dog. The children 
started discussing the dog’s duties.

“They use him to keep crowds back,” said 
one youngster.

“No,” said another, “he’s just for good luck.”

A third child brought the argument to a close: 
“They use the dogs,” she said firmly, “to find 
the fire hydrant.”
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(Courtesy of “Mikey’s Funnies”)
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CASCADIA ALL- DISTRICT FALL 
EVENT

SAT., SEPT. 22ND

On Saturday, September 22nd the Cascadia 
District will hold an event in Salem for 
all clergy and members of our district 
churches!

In the morning there will be a time for 
clergy to gather, the all-district fall kick-off 
colloquy.

At noon there will be a catered lunch 
for lay and clergy with a program by 
the Cascadia District Church Extension 
Society (CDCES).  The Extension Society 
is an example of our connectional system, 
with churches supporting other churches 
through the Extension Society Asking (has 
your church paid theirs?  Check with your 
treasurer!) and the legacy of resources from 
closed churches.  The CDCES gives loans 
for building improvements and grants for 
new ministry. CDCES is also the source for 
the New Places for New People micro-grants 
given to each Cascadia church and ministry 
setting.  If you haven’t heard about that yet, 
ask your lay member to Annual Conference!

In the afternoon there will be an event 
for clergy and laity on engaging in dynamic 
ministry in our communities!

More details coming soon!

Save the Date!!
September 22, 2018

CHRISTMAS BOX APPLICATIONS

The applications for the Christmas Box 
Program will be at the Banks Public Library 
on October 1st.  The deadline for gifts for 
all kids ( we are giving to teenagers this year 
too) will be November 7th.  For just food the 
deadline will be December 5th.

FALL SENIOR LUNCH

The Senior Lunch will be on Wednesday, 
November 7th at 12:00. Good food, 
fellowship and entertainment are provided.

h
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FOREST GROVE POLICE 
AND FIRE

This is a transcript of an award I 
was honored to have received in 

April at the Forest Grove Fire Fighter’s awards 
banquet from Fire Chief Kinkade.

“For this year’s Fire Chief Award, I would 
like to recognize one of the heroes of our joint 
departments. For 10 years I have worked with 
and watched the level of service he provides, 
and it continuously amazes me… There are 
different type of hero’s in the world; there are 
those that provide the immediate life-saving or 
heroic action on an incident, or fire, or battle, 
and they are recognized with a Medal of Honor 
or Medal of Valor, or some very well-deserved 
award for their sacrifice and courage in a 
critical moment. Then there are the quiet hero’s 
- the ones who work for years, or decades, to 
quietly help, who make long-term sacrifices 
for the benefit of the one and for many. These 
quiet heroes are frequently not recognized for 
what they do, and in fact, if the truth be told, 
we sometimes take them for granted - and they 
realize that, these quiet heroes accept it as part 
of their fate, and they still do what they do.

I have watched this quiet hero as he shows up 
at the station or shows up at a scene. There is 
always an air of calm, confidence, compassion, 
and comfort that just emanates from him. As he 
slowly shuffles up, it seems like everyone takes 
a deep breath and a calm follows him through 
whatever storm we are dealing with. I have 
watched him help firefighters, police officers, 
grieving families, people rendered homeless 
by a fire or some other tragedy - and always 

that compassion, that calm, that unspoken and 
spoken willingness to help. When I suffered the 
loss of my mother a year ago today, his was 
the first call I received asking how could he 
help. If there is one man that I, and everyone 
I know of, respects and admire, and would like 
to be more like, it is this man. More than the 
Fire Chief’s Award for the Year, this is my Fire 
Chief’s Award for the Decade, and I present it 
to Dexter Danielson, our Chaplain, our Friend, 
and our hero.”

As I listened to the remarks of the chief, not 
knowing who the recipient was, I began to 
realize it was a chaplain, I was seated at a table 
with Cornelius Chaplain Joel Peterson and I 
remember looking towards Joel and thinking 
he better get ready to stand up to receive the 
award, then I was surprised that it was me.  But 
as I thought about it afterwards I realized that 
the chief could be describing any one of several 
Chaplains I have known and been associated 
with over the years.

The chief had described the attributes 
of many good Chaplains I know; those of 
providing comfort, calm and compassion that 
many of my fellow Chaplains possess.  So, I 
do not see this as an individual award, but one 
that characterizes the work of Chaplains and 
the praise that extends to many others.

Submitted by: Rev. Dexter Danielson
Chaplain, Forest Grove Police and Fire
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD:
TED AND A WASH CLOTH

“God ordained and orchestrated my 
shoebox. It opened my heart to something 

that changed my life forever.”

I was an orphan in the former 
Soviet Union when I received 
my shoebox. We had to share 
everything at the orphanage, 
including towels. 
When I got a washcloth in 
my box I actually thought 
it was my own personal 
towel!

It was very special because I was the 
only one who could use it. It was my 
own personal thing—something that I 
didn’t have before—so it was one of my 
favorite gifts.

“When I got a washcloth in my box I 
actually thought it was my own personal 

towel!”

Another favorite item was a notebook. 
It was awesome because when I was 
moved to a different orphanage I could 
use it to write letters to my sisters and 
stay in touch with them.

God used the shoebox to plant a seed at 
a time when I was looking for hope and 
something to believe in. It opened my 
heart to understanding that there must 
be a loving God. I’d never felt so much 

hope in my life knowing that there was 
someone who loved me.

Through the next couple of years that 
was the hope that I held on to, thinking, 
There must be a God who loves me. 
There is something bigger and better in 
life. Life is meaningful.

“God used the shoebox to plant 
a seed at a time when I was 

looking for hope.”

As time went on, I hungered more 
and more to know that Truth.

My sister Tanya had heard about a God 
who loved her when she received her 
shoebox gift. So she was praying, “God, 
if you’re real, give me and my siblings a 
family.”

One day I received a letter from her 
that said, “We might be getting adopted 
into an American family.” I again 
thought, There really has to be someone 
who cares for me. It could only be 
someone like a God.

All these little things were pointing to 
this amazing, loving God and yet at this 
point I had little comprehension of who 
He was. I hadn’t heard about Jesus, but 
my heart was softening.

“God ordained that shoebox and 
orchestrated it in my life.”

(Continued on page 8.)
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When I was 13, we were adopted. After 
I’d learned a little bit of English, my 
dad asked me if I was happy that I 
had a family and a house and being in 
America. My heart looked back to the 
day I received that shoebox and the 
amount of joy it gave me. But in the 
former Soviet Union I had been taught 
a works-based religion with a God that 
would punish me for everything. I was a 
little confused trying to sort all this out, 
so I asked my dad, “Is there something 
more?”

He told me that God created everything 
for His glory and that He gave us this 
earth and this life to enjoy but there’s 
this sin problem that condemns us to 
hell. I remember thinking, Same old 
story. But he went on that God loved us 
so much that He sent His Son to die on 
the cross for our sins and that it was a 
free gift.

I immediately remembered my 
Operation Christmas Child gift and 
thought, Wow, that makes sense. 
Someone who didn’t know me gave me 
a gift, and in the same way before we 
ever knew God, He loved us enough 
to give us this gift. At that moment I 
realized that the hope I was feeling 
had been given from God and it was a 
hope I could have the rest of my life in 
Jesus .It was incredible how God used 
something as simple as a shoebox. It 
was such perfect timing. God ordained 
that shoebox and orchestrated it in my 

life. It opened my heart to something 
that changed my life forever.

He uses these simple tools in a mighty 
way.”

Once again we read a testimony from a 
young man who, as a young child, received a 
shoebox and of the impact it made in his life.  
And such a simple item as a wash cloth, one 
that we take for granted as an everyday item, 
can be so special.  Ted’s other special gift in 
his shoebox was a writing tablet which he 
used to stay in touch with his sisters.  

Is it possible for us to understand the 
feelings and emotions of a young child 
receiving a simple gift of a shoebox when we 
have so much?  Probably not.  But we can 
make sure many more children experience 
the joy of receiving special gifts by packing 
a shoebox.  We are being God’s helping 
hands when we pack a shoebox with the 
simple little things that will bring a smile to a 
child’s face and a chance to learn about Jesus 
through “The Greatest Journey”.  God has His 
hands on every shoebox and all the logistics 
involved in getting our boxes to the millions 
of children in remote areas so far away.  We 
can help by packing a box, order a box on-
line, and more importantly pray for Operation 
Christmas Child and all the children who will 
be receiving those boxes.  And, just imagine 
the impact a simple shoebox gift can have on 
a child.  A toothbrush, wash cloth, pencils, 
writing tablet, stuffed toy can be so special.  
And best of all, the children have a chance for 
hope through a Bible course that teaches about 

(Continued from page 7.)

(Continued on page 9.)
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Jesus and the love He has for all His children.  

The shoebox that Ted received planted a 
seed, opened his heart and let him know that 
someone loved him.  All of that was made 
possible through a simple shoebox full of 
necessities, fun toys, school supplies and 
much more.  Now is the time for us to be in 
prayer asking what we can do to be God’s 
helping hands. 

National Collection Week is November 
12 – 19.  We will be receiving and blessing 
our shoeboxes on November 11th.  We hope 
you will be among the many who will pack a 
shoebox and bless a child.  

MINISTRIES

Dear Faithful Friends:

Pedro Jr. just sent me news of what 
happened at the 4th anniversary celebration 
of the Waorani church we built in the first 
community we contacted. Indians came from 
down river from six communities and there 
were around 200 who met for this celebration. 
Zoila, who is always in charge of cooking for 
all these people, and her son Pedro Jr. were 
only able to stay one day as her father-in-law 
passed away at the age of 96. Humberto, the 
pastor that is leading that church  and his 
wife Nancy were in charge of the celebration. 
Nancy has worked along side of Zoila and has 
been taught how to cook for a lot of people 
took charge along with some Waorani Indian 

ladies and I guess they put on quite a feast for 
all who attended. The Indians brought jungle 
meat, yucca and green bananas. They had a 
great time of celebration in the Word, played 
soccer and had a great feast. The celebration 
was on the week-end of the 20 of July. God 
blessed the services. 24 Indians that had 
strayed from the Lord went forward at the 
invitation and there were 12 who accepted 
Christ as their Savior. Humberto now will 
holding baptismal classes for these new 
converts. God is building His Church and it is 
exciting.

Pedro Jr. said that on the 13th of this month 
he and a group will be traveling up river on 
a six day trip to visit some communities they 
have contacted and also see how many more 
communities they can reach. One community 
that they will visit is a two day trip and the 
few  believers there want to build a church in 
their community. It is so exciting to see what 
God is doing.  I would sure appreciate your 
prayers for all what is happening with this lost 
tribe.

Thank you for your encouragement and 
involvement in our ministries. We hope that 
you are encouraged as you see what God is 
doing through your investments.   To God be 
all the Glory.

Serving the King together,
Al and Connie

Impact Ministries 
Box 780025
San Antonio, TX 78278

(Continued from page 8.)
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

A Note of Thanks

To my Church Family --
On behalf of my brother, Jack, and me:  Many 
thanks for your prayers and kind gestures of 
friendship over the past year.

Jack came to us from Newton, NJ last August.  
He had few options left to live with dignity and 
comfort there.  He lived in the spare room of 
the parsonage until he entered the hospital on 
July 10th.

Your prayers and acceptance of Jack made a 
difference in his heart and spirit that cannot 
be measured in earthly terms.  Encouragement 
brought down old barriers and fears in my 
brother, so the blessed Holy Spirit could 
do the work of transformation in him.  
Remember what the church leaders said about 
Jesus:”This fellow welcomes sinners and eats 
with them.” (Luke 15:2)  What the doubters 
meant as an insult was in truth a blessing!  
Jesus ate with sinners -- you and me -- my 
brother Jack -- all the lost and lonely folks in 
the community. 

May the Lord continue to call you to prayer 
and self-denial in the days and years to come.  
The sacrifices of praise and prayer are most 
pleasing to our Heavenly Father, to the Lord 
Jesus and to the blessed Holy Spirit.

Yours in Christ,
Margot

Celebrating July Birthdays are Walt Gribner, 
Margot Thompson, Ed Sipp and Cindy 
Sprague.

Celebrating August Birthdays are Sally Smith, 
Leola Stigleman and Bob Russell.
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TEA TIME

Although our Annual Tea/Auction is 
a few months off it is not too early to 
start thinking about, planning for, and 
making or rounding up items for this 
fun afternoon.  This will be year 9 for 
this event and we pray it will be just as 
fun and successful as years past.  

The 9th Annual Tea/Auction is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 
8th, 3:00 PM.  We will have our first 
planning meeting Sunday, October 7th 
following Worship and fellowship.  
Volunteers are needed to prepare tea foods, 
decorate tables, serve foods, cleanup, and 

provide help in other small ways.  Please 
consider in what ways you are willing to 
help.  Many hands make light the work; if 
we all pitch in we will be blessed by the 
outcome.

We are again soliciting items for the 
auction such as baked goods, home sewn 

or knitted items, wood crafted treasures, 
certificates, new or like-new “gems”, and 
more.  Items for all ages are needed.  If you 

have items to donate, or have any 
questions talk to Andy or Gail.   

Christmas Tea 2017
 Sandwiches:  Egg Salad on White Bread  Open-faced Cucumber on Rye  Pimento Cheese Canapé

 Savories:       Bacon-Wrapped Smokies  Stuffed Mushrooms  Smoked Salmon & Cream Cheese on Crackers  Sweet -n-Sour Meatballs  
 Sweets:  Chocolate Mousse  Shortbread Cookies  Dark Chocolate Mini-Cupcakes  Fruit Skewers 

 Teas: Black or Spiced Tea (Decaf)  
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PASTOR MARGOT’S OFFICE HOURS
 
Banks Community UMC
Tuesday -  10:00 a.m. - noon
                   1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Thursday -  10:00 a.m. - noon
                     1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
  
Cornelius UMC
Monday -  10:00 a.m. - noon
                    1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday -  10:00 a.m. - noon
                    1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
 

(At all hours, and any day Sunday through 
Thursday, please use her cell phone number.)
She is also available for urgent or emergency 
matters at all times via cell.

Oat-Rageous Chocolate Chip Cookies 
1/2 cup butter (softened)
1/2 cup creamy peanut butter
1/3 cup packed brown sugar
1/2 cup sugar
1 egg
1/2 t. vanilla
1 cup all purpose flour
1/2 cup oats
1 t. baking soda
1/4 t. salt
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips

Cream together butter, peanut butter and 
sugars.  Beat in egg and vanilla.  Combine 
flour, oats, baking soda and salt.  Add 
to creamed mixture and mix well.  Stir 
in chocolate chips.  Drop by rounded 
teaspoonfuls onto an ungreased baking sheet.  
Bake 350 degrees for 10-12 minutes until 
lightly browned.  Yield: 3 dozen

(This is an easy recipe.  I whipped it up easily 

before church.  I did double the recipe as I can 
never get the amount the recipe says it will 
make. Ha.) 

Submitted by: Leslee Sipp

BANKS TELLER

All submissions to the Banks Teller 
are DUE BY THE 15TH OF THE 
MONTH preceding the month you 
wish it to run. The Banks Teller is 
published every two months.

RECIPE CORNER


