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Acts 8:26-40; Is 53:7-8 
Fifth Sunday in Easter – Hymn Singing 

Reading the Prophet with Understanding 
 
This story is a Holy Spirit set-up.  We know this 
because the angel directs the Apostle Phillip, and 
Phillip does his part by moving at God’s 
prompting.  The disciple got up off his blessed 
assurance and headed down this dusty desert 
road watching and waiting for God’s further 
instructions.  As we have seen these past four 
Sundays of the Easter Season, God is guiding His 
people to accomplish the work of His kingdom.  
Let’s camp here a minute – the guidance of God 
in Phillip’s life – in your life – in my life.  He 
motivates us to kingdom adventures. 
 
Isaiah prophesied: “…your Teacher will no 
longer hide Himself, but your eyes will behold 
your Teacher. Your ears will hear a word behind 
you, ‘This is the way, walk in it,’ whenever 
you turn to the right or to the left. And you will 
defile your graven images overlaid with silver, 
and your molten images plated with gold. You 
will scatter them as an impure thing, and say 
to them, ‘Be gone!’”  (Is 30:20-22 NASB) 
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In Phillip’s experience of Christ – ever since and 
forever – our God is a Person.  More than that, 
our God is present with Phillip and you and me. 
We point up or look upward when we refer to 
“the heavenly places,” but the kingdom of God is 
near, not far.  God is present whether we feel 
Him or not – whether we acknowledge Him or 
not.  King David spoke to his son, Solomon, and 
said, “As for you, my son…, know the God of your 
father, and serve Him with a whole heart and a 
willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts, and 
understands every intent of the thoughts. If you 
seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you 
forsake Him, He will reject you…Consider now, 
for the Lord has chosen you to build a house for 
the sanctuary; be courageous and act.” (1 Chron 
28:9). 
  
In our story for today, Phillip isn’t building the 
sanctuary – he is the sanctuary!  
 
David saw it in the 8th c BC – Isaiah knew it in the 
6th c BC.  In the 1st c AD Easter hit the cosmos 
with as much power as the big bang:  God 
entered the world in the flesh.  Now, with the 
Holy Spirit whom He promised, we walk in the 
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way He has made for us.  Jesus is the way.  He 
makes a way where there was no way – in Phillip, 
in you, in me.  Consider our Ethiopian court 
official.  God was so pleased to find him seeking – 
diligently reading the Book of Isaiah aloud.  God 
considered this financial officer precious and 
needy.  God supplied one of His very own to 
teach his beloved child.  Such are you also – 
precious, like the Ethiopian – sent like Phillip. 
 
We don’t get to hear the lesson Phillip shared 
with the traveler in his chariot.  But, note the 
very passage of Isaiah he heard the man reading.  
It is perfect for a eunuch to be pondering, it 
seems to me.  Only imagine how these words 
sound to a person who is mutilated.  Jesus, the 
Worthy Lamb of God, had no time for marriage 
and family.  In His thirty-odd years of life He 
performed miracles, healed the lame, preached 
and taught, and became the sacrifice for us all. 
This Ethiopian man was probably made a eunuch 
early in life in preparation for service to Queen 
Candace.  A eunuch could be trusted to work 
among the women of the royal house, and he 
paid a high price to do so.  “Who can describe his 
generation?” says Isaiah.  Generation is children.  
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The prophet saw in the Messiah celibacy and the 
very focused purpose of the Suffering Servant – 
Jesus of Nazareth, our dear Savior. 
 
In Jerusalem, where the man had gone to 
worship, he would not be permitted to enter the 
temple by Jewish law – not on account of his race 
– but on account of his state of mutilation. 
He could only worship outside the gates of the 
temple.  This is perhaps a form of humiliation.  He 
might even be a Jew, rather than a pagan.  The 
Scripture doesn’t say.  It only shows how devoted 
he is to God’s Word in the book of the prophet. 
 
Both the Ethiopian and the disciple have been 
brought to this meeting – to the time of learning 
– and to the moment of baptism, “Look, here is 
water!  What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?”  We on this side of the cross of Christ 
can see the justice and the beauty of this! 
 
Surely Phillip directed the Ethiopian to the Book 
of Isaiah just a couple of chapters on: 
 
“Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to 
the Lord say, “The Lord will surely separate me 
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from His people.” 
Nor let the eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.” 
For thus says the Lord, 
“To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths, 
And choose what pleases Me, 
And hold fast My covenant, 
To them I will give in My house and within 
My walls a memorial, 
And a name better than that of sons and 
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name 
which will not be cut off.” (Is 56:3-5) 
 
What hope! – what a great gift to such a man – 
considered by the Law to be diminished in his 
person!  In Messiah each one who believes is 
fulfilled – completed – restored to full and 
glorious humanity.  This is the gift of Christ’s 
sacrifice for each of us – in any century – out of 
any affliction or trouble.  Your heart knows the 
wounds – the hurts – the loss you have endured.  
Jesus knows your need.  Jesus supplies everything 
your spirit requires.  So, we read the prophet 
with understanding.  Amen. 
 
 


