
1 
 

Ps 133; Acts 4:32-35; 1 Jn 1:-2:2; Jn 20:19-31 
2nd Sun in Easter – Service of Holy Communion 

 
When the founder of Methodism, John Wesley, 
began preaching in the Spirit, he spoke often 
about the primitive church.  By “primitive 
church,” Wesley did not mean a simple, poorly 
made thing.  Not at all.  Rather, John Wesley was 
speaking of the ways of those who first 
worshiped Jesus Christ.  He used the word 
“primitive” in the sense of the prime example – 
or the original form.  Wesley was speaking of the 
church that is the people who follow Jesus.  They 
did not have their own model of what worship 
looked like.  They had Jesus among them.  After 
His crucifixion and burial, Jesus walked on earth 
in His resurrected body, then ascended to the 
Father.  Then, they had the stories of those who 
had known, traveled with and ministered with 
Jesus.  So, Jesus-people had the Hebrew 
tradition, brought in by believing Jews.  They also 
had pagan practices, which the Apostles Paul and 
Peter wished to exclude from the choices.   
Out of those earlier influences, a tradition of 
worship, prayer, singing, teaching and preaching 
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grew out of love and devotion to Jesus. Now, fast 
forward 1,700 years.  By the first half of the 18th 
c. the church of England had become a lifeless 
bureaucracy following a stiff, cold set of 
regulations and traditions drained of Holy Spirit 
fire and inspiration.  Clergy became inattentive to 
the needs of the people, and sometimes did not 
even show up for worship on Sunday.  The people 
of God became discouraged and weary. Later, 
John Wesley wrote, “I am not afraid that the 
people called Methodists should ever cease to 
exist either in Europe or America. But I am afraid 
lest they should only exist as a dead sect, having 
the form of religion without the power. And this 
undoubtedly will be the case unless they hold fast 
both the doctrine, spirit, and discipline with which 
they first set out.” He did not want the witness of 
Jesus-followers to be diluted and weak in the 
world. 
 
It looked as though darkness was closing in on 
the church.  Would England be swallowed up by 
apathy – leading to ignorance of the Gospel – 
leading to millions lost to Christ’s kingdom?  It 
looked pretty grim until the likes of George 
Whitefield and John Wesley came on the scene – 
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anointed by the Holy Spirit – called to preach 
with mouths opened and hearts prepared by God 
to share the truth on street corners and in fields 
all over the British Empire.   
This seemingly sudden spiritual movement in 
England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales is called the 
Evangelical Revival in England.  It was followed by 
the Great Awakening in the United States.  
Historians claim that these great movements of 
the Holy Spirit across the land through Jesus-
followers, teaching and preaching, spared these 
nations the violence and the excesses of the 
bloody French Revolution that gripped France in 
the late 18th c. 
 
Today, we heard the witness of John of Patmos 
His letter speaks first-hand of the power that 
sustained and grew this “primitive church.“ 
 
John says he is writing down this witness of being 
in the light of Christ’s presence so that “our joy 
may be complete.” (1 Jn 1:4) What can make the 
joy of Christ’s presence complete except to 
impart it to somebody else. 
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John proclaims that “God is light and in Him there 
is no darkness at all.”  (v 5)   And further, John 
proclaims that being truthful in the light – the 
presence of Christ – produces genuine fellowship.  
We must be truthful with our Lord – and we must 
be truthful with one another.  Then, suddenly, all 
is transparent – the light of Christ’s presence 
penetrates everything.  It is a great risk to be 
genuine with others.    But Jesus calls us to have 
no fear.  Christ, our Savior, makes all the 
maneuvers – all the changes that allow the truth 
to be seen – to make a difference in lives that are 
impacted by our confession – our witness – our 
testimony. 
 
The worldly mind cannot take in the truth of 
what Jesus has accomplished in His body for us.  
To hear that Christ’s blood cleanses us from all 
sin, we need the work of the Holy Spirit freeing 
us to understand.  Do not be discouraged when 
others – even those you love – do not accept the 
truth of Christ’s power to wash us and to bring us 
to Himself.  In the way you live your life – in joy 
and in sorrow – the face of Jesus is seen by those 
who are watching.  Walk in His light. 
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"And they overcame him [the devil] by the blood 
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, 
and they did not love their lives to the death." 
(Revelation 12:11). 
Your testimony is about what you have 
experienced – what you have seen and heard. A 
real Christian can talk about their experiences 
with God through Jesus Christ. We as Christians 
are called to a relationship of real communication 
with the Son of God. God comes to live inside us. 
Things change. God deals with every person in a 
different way.  
 
The more Christians that come forward and talk 
about how God has intervened in their life, the 
more people begin to realize that God is for real, 
miracles do happen, and prayer works. This 
inspires others to seek God and turn from their 
sins so that they too can know the peace and 
satisfaction that comes to a person who truly 
gives their life over to God. 
 
Jesus says, "But you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." (Acts 
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1:8) To be a witness to Jesus is to speak and 
communicate the things that you have seen and 
heard in your life, that happened because of 
Jesus. It’s the Holy Spirit who makes Jesus real to 
us. And makes Jesus real through us.  (christian-
faith.com) Walk in the light of Christ.   
 
I was inspired this week reading people’s 
testimonies:  religious people who began to read 
the Bible in earnest and came to true faith; 
people in broken sexual relationships who came 
to faith in Jesus and found courage to come out 
of that lifestyle; some who had such religious 
pride, they believed that they alone were doing 
great spiritual things, who finally heard the words 
of the Gospel.  Humanists and agnostics who 
received the Holy Spirit and found abundant life. 
 
If we say that we have not sinned, we are fooling 
ourselves, and the truth isn’t in our hearts. But if 
we confess our sins to God, he can always be 
trusted to forgive us and take our sins away. (1 Jn 
1:8-9 CEV)   
 
Walk in the light of Christ.  Dare to be part of the 
“primitive church.”  Amen. 


